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By Rabbi Yisroel Isaacs 
 

Headlines today announced 

that in contrast to the United 

States, in Canada employment has returned 

to pre-pandemic levels.  While we can 

hardly wait to return to the employment 

levels and myriad other elements and facets 

of pre-pandemic life, there remain parts of 

pandemic life that we might miss once this 

whole thing is finally over .  Once the 

pandemic moves into our rearview mirror, 

for example, will we be able to preserve the 

reduced stress and feeling of equilibrium 

that we may have enjoyed for several 

months?  Three figures in Tanach serve as a 

model in our confrontation with the 

challenge of recreating and reimagining life 

after epic change.   

Noach experienced three vastly different 

worlds: before the flood, during the flood, 

and after the flood.  In his prophecy about 

destruction and the few righteous who can 

withstand it, Yechezkel1 lists Noach along 

with the prophet Daniel and Iyov2.  The 

latter two have in common with Noach that 

they all lived through three similar 

processes of experiencing something very 

positive but fragile, its loss, and its 

restoration3.  Daniel saw the Beis 

Hamikdash in its beauty and glory, he lived 

through the violence of its destruction and 

the period in which it lay dormant, and he 

finally saw it rebuilt.  Iyov also experienced 

a similar although entirely personal process 

 

1 Ezekiel  
2 Job 

in which he enjoyed great prosperity, then 

the loss of his family, health, and fortune, 

followed by an eventual happy conclusion.  

As Noach’s post-flood intoxication may 

demonstrate at least in his case, there is 

little doubt that the trauma these three 

survivors experienced profoundly affected 

them.  Looking forward, they each faced the 

challenge of how to rebuild.  The prophecy 

of Yechezkel testified that their 

righteousness enabled them to escape the 

destruction that they faced.  Perhaps that 

same righteousness also informed their 

approach to the new worlds they 

experienced and empowered them to avoid 

the mistakes and shortcomings of their 

earlier lives, communities, and worlds.   

There will (someday!) be a time when we 

can say that the pandemic is behind us.  

Aside from the challenge of addressing the 

trauma it leaves in its wake, we will be faced 

with the challenge of how we will handle the 

opportunity of a fresh start.  We will not be 

able to avoid a struggle with the inertia that 

will direct our habits and behaviors to 

return to their former grooves and 

paradigms.  We possess the good fortune if 

not the righteousness that aided the three 

historic survivors, but we will need their 

wisdom, grit, and determination to push 

forward successfully into our own new and 

rebooted reality. 

Wishing you a wonderful, healthy, peaceful, and 

rejuvenating Shabbos. 

3 Baker, Menachem.  Parperaot Latora, Vol. I.  Jerusalem, 
Omen, 1983.  Pg. 34. 

In Pursuit of an 

Astute Reboot 
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By Rabbi Sholom Twerski 

י־  נָּיו וְאִשְתּוֹ וּנְשֵׁ וַיָּבאֹ נֹחַ וּבָּ
ה  בָּ נָּיו אִתּוֹ אֶל־הַתֵּׁ נֵי מֵי בָּ מִפְּ

׃ הַמַבּוּל  

Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, went into the ark because 

of the waters of the Flood. 

Rashi comments on the last words of the 

verse: 

מפני מי המבול: 
אף נח מקטני  

אמנה היה, מאמין  
ואינו מאמין שיבא  
המבול ולא נכנס  

 לתיבה עד שדחקוהו המים

Noah, too, was of those who had little 

faith, believing and not believing that 

the Flood would come, and he did not 

enter the ark until the waters forced 

him to do so. 

This seems to paint Noach as one who 

was ambivalent of G-d’s ability to follow 
through on His word. The problem is 

that this seems to be inconsistent with 

the description that the Torah provides 

us of Noach being a righteous 

individual. Furthermore, our sages tell 

us that Noach himself worked on the 

construction of the Ark for 120 years 

straight- all the while urging the people 

of his generation to do teshuva! How 

could he have doubted that the Flood 

would come? 

One answer I have heard is that Noach 

was torn. Not that he doubted in any 

which way G-d ability. He completely 

believed in G-d’s word. On the other 
hand, he was concerned that his 

absolute belief would, in and of itself, 

have an impact and further G-d’s 
decision to cause the Flood to occur. Noach didn’t want to have any part in 

bringing about 

the Flood.  

Sometimes our 

very belief about 

something- 

particularly with regards to ourselves- 

has the power to make it come true. Say, 

for example, someone is extremely ill 

and the doctors despair, giving him six 

weeks to live. Six weeks later, the 

patient indeed dies. While it might be a 

testimony to the expertise of those in 

the medical field, it also might have 

come as a result of the patient’s belief in 

the doctors and their words. 

My great-uncle Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. 

Twerski tells of a tribe in Africa. When 

one of its members does something 

deserving of capital punishment, the 

Medicine Man points a certain bone at 

him, and he dies within 24 hours. What 

kills him? The absolute belief in the 

power of the Medicine Man! 

Another explanation I’ve seen from my 
great-grandfather is that Noach had 

Believing is Seeing 

“Noach was torn. Not that he doubted 

in any which way G-d ability. He 

completely believed in G-d’s word.” 
 



 

 

such belief in the potential of humanity, 

that he thought that the Flood would 

never come to pass. Hashem creates each of us “B’tzelem Elokim- in the 

image of G-d”. Our potential for 
greatness is unbelievable! Noach 

believed so much in the inherent 

goodness of mankind, he was sure they 

would do teshuva. 

We must understand that each of us 

possesses untapped 

potential that, if released, 

can spring us to 

unimagined heights. 

Rav Zalman Sender 

Shapira was known not 

just for his geonus 

(brilliance) in Torah, but also as a 

tzaddik, one whose berachos were 

fulfilled. 

In his town, there lived a simple water 

carrier, an unsophisticated, unlearned 

sort. One day, the water carrier came to 

the rav with a request. He had been 

watching a local talmid chacham and he 

felt inspired to try to emulate him. He, 

too, wanted to be a talmid chacham.  

Rav Zalman Sender did not laugh and 

did not tell the water carrier that he had 

his unique shelichus (mission) to fulfill. Instead, he said, “Tell me that you want to be a talmid chacham.” 

The water carrier announced his 

intentions and hope, loud and clear.  

“Shout it out,” said the rav. 
The water carrier raised his voice and bellowed it out: “I want to learn Torah 
and be a talmid chacham!” 

Upon hearing that, Rav Zalman Sender 

gave him a warm berachah for success 

in his learning.  

Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, who repeated 

the story, would describe how 

marvelous it was to 

watch a middle-aged 

man suddenly shift 

identities, learning 

and learning some 

more, and in time, 

becoming a genuine 

talmid chacham, with 

all the wisdom and grace that 

accompany the title. 

Rav Yeruchem Olshin asks, “Why did 
Rav Zalman Sender make the water 

carrier express it? Surely the rav’s 
berachah would have worked 

regardless. 

Rav Yeruchem explained that Rav 

Zalman Sender wanted the man to 

perceive his own ability, to contemplate 

the possibility of growth and realize this 

truth himself and express it. It can 

happen if you believe it. (Story taken from 

Rav Yaakov Bender on Chumash by Artscroll) 

It can happen- if you believe it. 

“We must understand that 

each of us possesses 

untapped potential that, if 

released, can spring us to 

unimagined heights.” 











 

 

 While society as a whole descended 

into a state of anarchy and utter 

corruption, only Noach 

remained righteous and 

faithful to Hashem's 

ways. Noach was 

informed by Hashem 

that a mabul ("flood") 

will soon destroy all of 

civilization, and only Noach and his 

immediate family would survive in a 

teivah ("ark," boat) that he was to build. 

Hashem gave Noach the exact 

dimensions of the teivah he was to 

build, and commanded 

Noach to bring along 

into the teivah 

specimens of every 

species of animal and 

bird to repopulate the 

world after the mabul, and to stock the 

boat with food to feed all its inhabitants. 

Of kosher animals and birds, Noach was 

commanded to take seven pairs of each 

species (as opposed to 

one pair of all other 

species). 

 

Noach, his family, and 

the required animals 

boarded the teivah and 

the mabul began: "The 

springs of the great depths burst forth 

and the windows of the heavens 

opened." The torrential rains lasted for 

forty days and nights. The waters rose to 

great heights and covered 

even the highest mountains, 

killing all humans and 

animals; everything died 

aside for Noach and the 

other occupants of the 

teivah.  

 

After the waters raged on the earth 

another 150 days, Hashem caused the 

waters to subside. The teivah eventually 

rested on the Ararat Mountains, and 

shortly thereafter the 

mountain peaks came into 

view. Noach opened the 

window of the teivah and 

dispatched birds to see 

whether it was time to 

leave the teivah.  

 

First he sent a raven, which refused to 

execute its mission and just circled the 

ark. He then sent out a dove. 

On its third attempt the dove 

went and did not return, 

signaling that the earth was 

once again habitable. After 

one full year in the teivah, 

the earth had dried. 

 

Hashem commanded Noach to leave the 

teivah, along with all his fellow teivah-



 

 

mates. Noach built an altar and offered 

sacrifices. This pleased 

Hashem, who then 

promised to never again 

curse the earth as He had 

just done. Instead, the 

regular seasons (which 

had not functioned during 

the year of the mabul) would continue 

perpetually. Hashem then blessed 

Noach and his sons: "Be fruitful and 

multiply upon the earth." Hashem 

allowed mankind to 

eat meat, but 

prohibited murder, 

suicide, and the 

consumption of a limb 

ripped from a living 

animal. 

 

Hashem told Noach that He is 

establishing a covenant to never again 

bring a flood to destroy the 

world. Hashem designated 

the rainbow as the sign of 

this covenant: "And it shall 

come to pass, when I cause 

clouds to come upon the 

earth, that the rainbow will 

appear in the cloud. And I will 

remember My covenant..." 

 

Noach planted a vineyard, made wine, 

became drunk and fell into a deep 

drunken slumber — while naked. 

Noach's son, Cham, saw his 

father naked, assaulted 

him, and informed his two 

brothers of their father's 

state. The brothers, Shem 

and Yefes, modestly 

approached their father and 

covered him. When Noach awakened, 

he cursed Cham's son, Canaan, and 

blessed Shem and Yefes. Noach had 

seventy grandsons and great-grandsons, 

the antecedents of the 

"seventy nations," and 

their adopted 

homelands. 

 

Noach's descendants 

gathered in the 

Babylonian valley and started building a 

tower, in an attempt to reach the 

heavens and battle Hashem. Hashem 

disrupted their "plan" by 

causing them each to speak a 

different language, thus 

destroying their 

communications. This caused 

them to disperse and settle in 

different lands. The Torah then 

lists the ten generations of 

Shem's descendents. The tenth 

generation is Abram (later to 

be known as Abraham), who married 

Sarai (later to be known as Sarah). 
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SHAZAK.COM for Parsha "Edutainment" at its best. Videos, Audio, SFX, Pictures, Coloring, Quizzers, Insights and a lot more. Use Coupon Code SHAZAK for a great Discount!

A massive wooden rectangular structure is 

being built by a multi-talented man by the 

name of Noach. The builder, who started 

the project at the age of 480, claims that it 

will float, and that G-d will bring a massive 

flood to destroy the entire world, unless the 

people repent for their sins. 

Noach has become the laughing stock 

of Planet Earth. “Ha! Ha! It’s a hoax!” “What a joke!” “One big, fat joke!” 

“I’m laughing so hard it hurts!”  It has been reported that after over 100 

years, not even one person has repented from their evil ways, yet Noach 

continues his decades long building project, “Your ticket to enter my 

unsinkable boat is repentance,” he was heard saying, “REPENT! REPENT!"

Following the recent world-

wide flooding, a new 

phenomenon was observed 

amidst the clouds - a colorful 

bow of colors extending across 

the sky. G-d, Creator of the 

rainbow, has declared that it is 

called a Keshes (or “rainbow”) 

due to its similarity to a hunter’s bow. He further explained that it is a sign 

of His commitment never to flood the earth again. 

PARSHAS NOACH

News Flash:   

Noach, chief caretaker of 

animals aboard the ark, 

was bitten by an angry 

lion. “I really don’t deserve 

this,” he complained, “I 

overslept and came a few 

minutes late to give him his 

breakfast. And I’m not lion 

lyin’!”  Noach was wounded but luckily managed to escape with his life. 

Breaking News: The universal Babylon 

communication system has been hacked! Officials 

are baffled that this international language has 

been transformed into:  

Delicious food! Waterproof walls.  

Exclusive Tsohar-Gem indoor lighting system.

Limited to citizens of good moral standing (and 

sitting). Criminal background check required.  

MYSTERIOUS COLORFUL ARC SEEN IN SKY

פרשת נח

LION BITES CARETAKER
Sign up with the best! Bavel Builders is a 

team of expert builders available for any 

construction project. You tell us what  

you want, and we’ll build it. 

The sky’s the limit! 

For more info, write to us at:

Haflaga Tower, One Skyward Drive

Shinear Valley, Babylon... Or email:

HaflagaT@emailnotyetinvented.com

BAVEL BUILDERS

ONE-TIME OFFER:

Climate Controlled Cruise

It’s a chance of a lifetime! 
Don’t miss the boat!

Sail for a full year on a luxury 

yacht with Noach Family Tours. 

#2

BIG BABYLON  

BUILDING BOOM BUSTED 

BOAT BUILDER PREDICTS

WORLD FLOOD

babble, gobbledygook, 

miscommunication, gibberish 

!@#$n# onjajjd, nondjd, 

n^o id,k*&ys*^%$##! hak 

noa!d mir nisht a  nj(lue 

#asdfgg$nk chinak 

hachoo Gezuntheit 

Shazak oyvaizmir 

ingantzan. Hok mir 

nisht a chinak hachoo 

Gezuntheit....



 

 

Questions 

1. Why did Hashem want to destroy the 

world? 

2. Who did Hashem save? 

3. How long did it take for Noach to build the 

teivah? 

4. Why did Hashem trouble Noach to spend so 

much time building the teivah? 

5. How many floors were there on the teivah 

and what was on each floor? 

6. How many of each animal did Noach take 

on the teivah? 

7. Why did Hashem command Noach to take 

more than two pairs of the kosher animals? 

8. How long did it rain for? 

9. How long were Noach and his family in the 

teivah? 

10. How did Noach know when the land was 

dry? 

11. What did Noach do as soon as he left the 

teivah to thank Hashem for saving him? 

12. What was allowed to be eaten after the flood that wasn’t allowed to be eaten before 

the flood? 

13. What sign did Hashem give when He 

promised to never bring another flood to 

destroy the world? 

14. How did Hashem punish the people who 

tried to build a tower to fight against Hashem 

(Migdal Bavel)? 

15. What are the Sheva 

Mitzvot Bnei Noach?

Answers 

1. Because the people were 

killing and stealing 2. Noach, his wife Na’amah, his 
three sons- Shem, Cham, Yafet, and their 

wives 

3. 120 years 

4. So that it would give the people a chance to 

ask Noach what he was doing and do 

teshuvah. 

5. 3: Top- people, Middle- animals, Bottom- 

garbage 

6. 7 pairs of kosher animals and one pair of 

non-kosher animals 

7. So that Noach could give korbanot to 

Hashem when he left the teivah. 

8. 40 days and 40 nights 

9. One year 

10. He sent out a crow, and then he sent out a 

dove three times. The third time the dove didn’t come back. 

11. Built a mizbeach and offered korbanot 

12. Meat 

13. A rainbow 

14. He mixed up the way they spoke into 70 languages so that they couldn’t understand 
each other and moved apart. 

15.  1. Not to eat from a live animal 

  2. Not to curse Hashem 

  3. Not to steal 

  4. Not to kill 

  5. Not to believe in idols 

  6. Not to marry close relatives or 

married women 

  7. To set up courts 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning this Shabbos, 

Kiddush will take place in 

the Sukkah. 

This week, Seudah 

Shelishit will be in the 

Sukkah as well. 

We hope you enjoy the FLASHBACK pages from 

last year’s Noach BJC Kids Parsha Booklet 

about animals and pets! 


